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The Making of a Multicultural
Metropolis

CHAPTER

Roger Waldinger and Mehdi Bozorgmehr

TuE HISTORY of the Los Angeles region took a new turn on
April 29, 1992. On that afternoon, nine jurors—all white,
all residing in a white suburban enclave just outside Los
Angeles County—acquitted four white officers of the Los
Angeles Police Department who had been accused of us-
ing excessive force against black motorist Rodney King.
Police violence against L.A!s black and Latino popula-
tions was nothing new, but in this case, the beating had
been videotaped and then broadcast to the region’s teem-
ing millions time and again. Within hours of the jury’s
action, violent protest engulfed the city’s historically Afri-
can American South Central district; it then quickly
spread throughout the region. As the whole world
watched, Los Angeles burned.

Was it a riot, as the forces of law and order charged, or
a rebellion, as some leaders and spokespersons of L.A’s
Latino and African American communities maintained?
Continuing controversy makes it hard to label the events
of those days and nights of spring 1992. But what hap-
pened then told Angelenos—and everyone else interested
in the City of Angels and its environs—that something
new, different, and hard to comprehend was occurring un-
der the Southern California sun.

In a sense, the events of April 1992 encapsulated L.A!s
transformation into a few tension-packed days. The Afri-
can Americans among whom the initial outbursts oc-
curred were quickly joined by their neighbors, who
turned out to be new immigrants, mainly from Central
America and Mexico. The rioters directed their fury
against the local storeowners and landlords, an ethnically
diverse group among whom Korean immigrants loomed






